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any very distinctive mark of superiority either intel-
lectual or religious.

But a darker stain than that of ignorance or common
laxity of morals rests on the monks of Upper Egypt,
who for centuries past have constituted themselves the
purveyors and even the makers of that half-sex which
guards and disgraces the harems of the East. Many of
the unfortunate slave-children, brought into the convent
for the purpose, die under the knife; and the infamy
of the ascetic operator is aggravated by the guilt of
murder. However, in our own time a revival of
humanity, perhaps of shame, has rendered the employ-
ment of eunuchs much rarer than formerly in most parts
of the Turkish empire; and thus allows a hope that
the failure of demand may finally induce the successors
of Anthony and Pachomius to abandon a traffic insuffi-
cient to their greed, if not adverse to their conscience.

From the above sketch our readers may conclude,
that although the Copts are gifted by nature with an
intellect fully up to, and in some respects above, the
average standard, education among them is desultory,
partial, and following rather the local and Arab than
any special track of its own. The ancient Coptic
language is, indeed, still maintained in church rituals
and the like; but though all among the clergy can read,
we have never yet found any one of them who could
understand the meaning of its characters. Coptic was,
however, till within recent memory, spoken by the
peasantry in some towns of Upper Egypt, at Achmim
in particular ; but want of school instruction has allowed
this curious remnant of the past to fade away and* ulti-
mately disappear altogether. French or English is
rarely studied in a Coptic school, a subject of regret,
considering how widely these languages are diffused or
diffusing among the other inhabitants of Egypt. Thus